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In  compiling"  this  work  the  aim  has  been  to  confine  it 
closely  to  a  single  line  of  descent,  and  the  material  has  been 
drawn,  not  only  from  family  papers,  but  from  various  pub- 
lished works,  among  which  may  be  mentioned,  Savage's 
Genealogical  Dictionary  of  New  England,  Bond's  History 
of  Watertown,  Stiles'  History  of  Windsor,  Waldo's  History 
of  Tolland,  Cole's  History  of  Tolland  County,  Bodge's  Sol- 
diers of  King  Philip's  War,  &c. 

J.  O.  Austin,  1897. 
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1.  pHA.KLES  STEARNS1  was  born  in  England,  and  died 
\^  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  before  1695.  His  English  home  may 
have  been  in  Neyland,  Suffolk  county,  for  it  was  there  that 
his  relative,  Isaac  Stearns,  lived  before  he  came  to  New  Eng- 
land. Charles  Stearns  settled  at  "VVatertown,  Mass.,  where 
he  was  Freeman,  May  8, 1646.  He  bought  a  house  and  eight 
acres,  &c,  of  Edward  Lamb,  May  15,  1618.  He  was  at  Cam- 
bridge for  a  brief  period,  but  returned  to  Watertown  soon. 
He  received  a  legacy  of  <£10,  by  the  will  of  Isaac  Stearns,  of 
Watertown,  dated  June  14, 1671,  who  calls  him  his  "kinsman." 
He  sold  his  Watertown  lands  in  1681  to  his  son  Samuel,  and 
removed  to  Lynn,  Mass. 

He   married   (1st)    Hannah    .      She   was   buried   at 

Watertown,  July  2,  1651. 

He  married  (2d)  Bebecca  Gibson,  June  22,  1654,  daughter 
of  John  and  Rebecca  Gibson,  of  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Childeen  : 

i  Samuel,  b.  June  2,  1650,  at  Watertown;  d.  1694;  m. 

Mehitable . 

Children :  1  Joseph. 

2  Samuel,  b.  Feb.  27,  1686. 
2.  ii  Shubael,  b.  Sep.  20,  1655,  at  Cambridge.  Removed  to 
Lynn ;  d.  1734. 
iii  John,  b.  Jan.  24,  1657,  at  Cambridge ;  d.  Feb.  22,  1722, 
at  Lexington ;  m.  (1st)  Judith  Lawrence,  dau.  of 
George  and  Elizabeth  (Crispe)  Lawrence ;  m.  (2d) 
Mary  Norcross,  Apr.  2,  1713,  dau.  of  Richard  and 
Mary  (Brooks)  Norcross. 
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Children :  1  Rebecca,  b.  Mar.  21,  1683. 

2  Judith. 

3  Sarah. 

4  George,  m.  Hannah  Sanderson,  Oct.  23, 
1712. 

5  Benjamin,  m.Hepzibah  Shattuck (widow 
of  Nathaniel),  Sep.  6,  1721. 

6  John,  m.  Deliverance  Bigelow,  Aug.  10, 
1715. 

7  Thomas,  m.  (1st)  Sarah;  m.  (2d)  Mary 
Jennison,  Dec.  29,  1729. 

8  Daniel. 

9  Isaac,  m.  (probably)  Mehitable  Frost, 
Dec.  24,  1725. 

10  Mary. 

11  Elizabeth. 

12  Abigail,   b.   May   12,   1700;    m.   Jonas 
Harrington,  Apr.  2,  1724. 

13  Charles,  b.  Oct.  20,  1702. 
iv  Isaac,  d.   at  Salem,  about  1691 ;   m.  Hannah  . 

She  m.  (2d)  John  Chapman,  Dec.  1694. 
Children:  1  Rebecca,  b.  Jan.  15,  1685;  m.  Ebenezer 
Glover,  Sep.  17,  1706. 

2  Isaac,  b.  July  28, 1687  ;  d.  May  11, 1712. 

3  John,  b.  Dec.  20,  1690,  m.  (1st)  Martha 
Willard,  Sep.  24,  1718;  m.  (2d)  Re- 
becca   . 

v  Charles,  d.  before  his  father.      Killed  in  the  King's 

service, 
vi  Rebecca,  b.  1661;  d.  Sep.  23,  1746;  m.  Thomas  Traine, 
Jan.  25, 1693,  son  of  John  and  Margaret  Traine.     He 
died  Jan.  23,  1739. 
Children :  1  Benoni,  b.  1693 ;  d.  1693. 

2  Rebecca,  b.  Apr.  1696 ;  d.  May,  1696. 

3  Deborah,   b.   Dec.    16,    1698;    d.    aged 

twenty  years. 

4  Rebecca,  b.  Dec.  1,  1701. 
vii  Martha,  m. Hutchinson. 

2.  Shubael  Steaens  '  (Charles1),  was  born  Sep.  20, 1655,  at  Cam- 
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bridge,  Mass.  He  went  with  his  father  to  Lynn,  where  he 
died  in  1734.  He  served  in  the  Narragansett  expedition  in 
King-  Philip's  war  (1675-1676),  and  was  stationed  in  the  garri- 
son at  Chelmsford,  and  at  Groton,  Mass.  In  1695  he  took 
administration  on  estate  of  his  brother,  Charles  Stearns, 
slain  in  King's  service.  The  estate  was  to  be  divided  be- 
tween Shubael  and  John,  children  of  their  brothers,  Samuel 
and  Isaac;  and  sisters  Rebecca  Stearns,  alias  Traine,  and 
Martha  Hutchinson. 

He  made  his  will  Nov.  19,  1733,  proved  Sep.  2,  1734.  He 
mentions  wife  Mary,  sons  Shubael,  Samuel,  Ebenezer,  John, 
daughters  Hannah  Stimson,  Rebecca  Greenslit,  children  of 
daughter  Elizabeth  Flint,  Mary  Flint,  Martha  Stearns,  and 
Eleanor  Brown. 

He  married  Mary . 

Children  : 

i  Shubael,  b.  Aug.  19,  1683;  d.  Nov.  20,  1771;  m.  Re- 
becca Lanford,  Dec.  28, 1704,  at  Saco.  She  was  born 
Feb.  4,  1685,  at  Boston.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
grantees  of  Tolland,  and  settled  there  about  1714, 
serving  as  Selectman  for  two  years,  and  was  the 
second  Town  Clerk  of  that  place.  At  the  time  of 
the  religious  revival,  consequent  upon  Whitefield's 
preaching,  he  became  a  preacher  of  the  New  Light 
doctrine.  He  became,  later,  a  Baptist  preacher, 
about  1750;  and  in  1754,  on  account  of  religious 
differences  with  his  neighbors,  he  removed  with  his 
own  and  his  sons'  families  to  Virginia,  and  finally  to 
Pepper  Cotton,  and  to  Sandy  Creek,  N.  C,  where 
he  died. 

Children :  1  Shubael,  b.  Jan.  23, 1706,  at  Boston ;  m. 
Sarah  Johnson,  of  Lexington,  Mar.  6, 
1726,  and  had  child  Hepzibah.  He 
was  a  noted  preacher,  also,  and  Jay  one 
account  it  was  he,  and  not  Shubael, 
Sr.,  who  died  Nov.  20,  1771. 
2  Rebecca,  b.  Nov.  19,  1707,  at  Lynn. 
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3  Peter,  b.  Apr.  2,  1710,  at  Heading;  in. 

Hannah  Stimson,  Jan.  12,  1737. 
Children :   Charles,   Ebenezer,    Levi, 
Joel,  Rhoda. 

4  Isaac,  b.  Mar.  22,  1713,  at  Reading;  m. 

Rebecca  Johnson,  Nov.  27,  1734,  and 
had  child  Hepzibah. 

5  Elizabeth,  b.  Aug.  30,  1715,  at  Tolland. 

6  Hannah,  b.  Mar.  6,  1718,  at  Tolland. 

7  Sarah,  b.  Feb.  29,  1720,  at  Tolland. 

8  Ebenezer,  b.  Apr.  23,  1722,  at  Tolland ; 

m.  Anna  Field,  of  Tolland,  Aug.  26, 
1749  (or  1743). 

9  Mary,  b.  Apr.  27,  1724,  at  Tolland. 

10  Martha,  b.  Aug.  18,  1726,  at   Tolland; 

m.  Rev.  Daniel  Marshall, 
ii  Samuel,  b.  Sep.  12,  1685;  d.  Dec.  20,  1759;  m.  (1st) 
Sarah  Walton,  of  Marblehead,  1711.  She  d.  Aug.  6, 
1724.  He  m.  (2d)  Tabitha  Bryant,  of  Reading,  Apr. 
14,  1725.  She  d.  Dec.  13,  1758.  He  removed  to 
Sutton,  Mass.,  in  1715,  but  soon  returned  to  Lynn. 
His  sons  Timothy  and  Thomas  removed  to  Leo- 
minster, Mass. 
Children  :  1  Timothy,  b.  June  17, 1712 ;  m.  Elizabeth 

Jenkins,  of  Wilmington,  Mass.,  Nov. 

3,  1737. 

2  Samuel,  b.  Feb.  21,  1714.     One  account 

gives  him  five  wives  and  nineteen 
children,  and  that  he  died  in  Amherst, 
N.  H.,  aged  over  90. 

3  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  2,  1715;  m.  Per- 

kins. 

4  Thomas,  b.  Dec.  22,  1717;    d.   Feb.  5, 

1811;  m.  Lydia  Mansfield,  Nov.  4, 
1740. 

5  Rebecca,  b.  Sep.  2,  1719 ;  m. Ja- 

quish. 

6  Isaac,   b.   Apr.   10,    1721 ;     m.   Abigail 

Bryant,  of  Reading,  Nov.  27,  1744. 
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7  Benjamin,  b.   Feb.  26,  1724;  killed  in 
battle, 
iii  Hannah,  m.  James  Stimson,  Mar.  21,  1710,  at  Lynn. 
He  moved  to  Tolland,  about  1716,  and  was  the  first 
physician  there.     He  died  Mar.  10,  1758. 
Children :  1  Ichabod,  b.  Jan.  22,  1713. 

2  Eneas,  b.  May  25,  1714. 

3  Hannah,  b.  Mar.  22,  1716. 

4  James,  b.  Sep.  20,  1719. 

5  Naomi,  b.  Nov.  8,  1722. 

6  Thomas,  b.  July  26,  1725. 

iv  Ebenezer,  m.  Martha  Burnap,  of  Reading",  Oct.  25, 1717, 
and  went  to  Sutton,  Mass. 

Children:  1  Ebenezer,  b.  Feb.  26,  1720;  m.  Jane 
Stockwell,  of  Sutton,  Mass.,  about 
1741. 

2  Elizabeth,  b.  Aug-.  14,  1721. 

3  John,  b.  Feb.  10,  1723. 

4  Jonathan,  b.  June  26,  1725. 

5  Hannah,  b.  Jan.  27,  1727. 

6  David,  b.  Mar.  25,  1729. 

7  Mary,  b.  Oct.  27,  1730. 

8  Sarah,  b.  May  11,  1732. 

9  Bethiah,  b.  June  7,  1734. 

10  Thomas,  b.  Feb.  16,  1736. 

11  Reuben,  b.  June  21,  1737. 

3.  v  John,  b.  1691 ;    removed  to  Tolland,  Ct. ;    died  Mar. 
10,  1787. 

vi  Rebecca,  m. Greenslit. 

vii  Elizabeth,  m. Flint. 

viii  Mary,  b.  Apr.  10,  1700;  m.  Nathaniel  Flint,  Dec.  27, 
1726. 
ix  Martha. 

x  Eleanor,  m.  Nathaniel  Brown,  of  Reading,  Dec.  22, 1730. 
3.  John  Stearns3  (Shubael,2  Charles,1)  was  born  1691,  at  Lynn, 
Mass.  He  died  at  Tolland,  Ct.,  Mar.  10,  1787.  He  married 
(1st)  Elizabeth  Barns,  of  Tolland,  Dec.  2,  1723.  She  died 
Apr.  19, 1737.  He  married  (2d)  Abigail  Diggins,  of  Windsor, 
Apr.  19,  1739.     She  died  Feb.  13,  1752.     He  married  (3d) 
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Eunice  Miller,  of  Tolland,  July  29,  1754.  He  removed  early 
to  Tolland,  which  was  incorporated  in  1715,  having  been 
originally  a  part  of  Windsor.  In  1720  there  were  some 
twenty-eight  families  in  Tolland,  and  the  first  minister  was 
Rev.  Stephen  Steel,  who  served  them  until  Dec.  21,  1758. 
The  first  physician  was  Dr.  James  Stimson,  who,  as  has  been 
seen,  was  a  brother-in-law  of  John  Stearns.  The  location  of 
John  Stearns'  house  was  about  two  miles  east  of  the  Court 
House.  He  received  a  deed  from  his  brother  Shubael,  Jan. 
16,  1720,  of  a  piece  of  land  for  £5. 

Children  : 

i  Eleanor,  b.  Feb.  13,  1725;  d.  Oct.  2,  1737. 
ii  David,  b.  Dec.  14,  1725 ;  d.  Feb.  2,  1726. 
iii  Elizabeth,  b.  May  26,  1728 ;  d.  Jan.  6,  1783 ;  m.  John 
Abbott,  Jr.,  Jan.  21,  1748.     He  b.  Sep.  18,  1725;  d. 
May  17,  1776. 

Children :  1  Nehemiah,  b.  Dec.  21,  1748 ;  d.  Aug.  24, 
1751. 

2  John,  b.  July  30,  1750. 

3  Nehemiah,  b.  Aug.  23,  1752 ;  d.  Sep.  23, 

1776. 

4  Jehiel,  b.  June  2,  1755 ;  d.  Apr.  13,  1776. 

5  Sarah,  b.  Aug.  28,  1757. 

6  Abiel,  b.  Aug.  16,  1760. 

7  Elizabeth,  b.  Aug.  12,  1763. 

8  Erastus,  b.  Apr.  5,  176— 

9  Alexander,  b.  Apr.  8,  1771. 

iv  Ruth,  b.  July  19, 1730 ;  m.  Josiah  Benton,  Nov.  9, 1747. 
Children  :  1  Hannah,  b.  Oct.  5,  1748. 

2  Josiah,  b.  Aug.  16,  1750. 

3  Mary,  b.  Aug.  22,  1751. 

4  Josiah,  b.  Dec.  16,  1753. 

5  Ruth,  b.  Apr.  15,  1756. 

6  Lorana,  b.  Aug.  1,  1758. 

7  Joel,  b.  Sep.  30,  1761. 

8  Aaron,  b.  Apr.  22,  1764. 

9  Jerusha,  b.  May  16,  1767. 
10  Reuben,  b.  Aug.  10,  1769. 
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v  Lydia,  b.  July  25,  1732 ;  m.  Slmbael  Dimock,  Nov.  10, 
1751.     She  died  Apr.  16,  1779. 
Children  :  1  Lydia,  b.  July  26,  1752. 

2  Hannah,  b.  July  26,  1752. 

3  Edward,  b.  Mar.  6,  1754. 

4  Skubael,  b.  Mar.  21,  1756. 

5  Elizabeth,  b.  Aug.  12,  1758. 

6  Dorcas,  b.  Sep.  23,  1760. 

7  Samuel,  b.  Sep.  3,  1762. 

8  John,  b.  Aug.  15,  1764. 

9  David,  b.  Nov.  30,  1767. 

10  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  1,  1769. 

11  Dolphus,  b.  Mar.  22,  1775. 
4.  vi  John,  b.  Jan.  11,  1736;  d.  Sep.  11,  1788. 

vii  David,  b.  Jan.  24,  1756 ;  d.  Apr.  6,  1756.    (One  account 

calls  him  Daniel.) 
viii  Eleanor,  b.  Aug.  11,  1757;  m. Bingham,  of  Bris- 
tol, Vt. 
ix  Eunice,  b.  Aug.  11, 1757.     (This  name  is  omitted  in  one 

account  of  family.) 
x  Charles,  b.  Oct.  19,  1758 ;    m.  Sarah  Norris,  dau.   of 
Benjamin  Norris,  and  removed  to  Leyden,  Mass. 
Children:  1  Sally,  b.  July  27,  1784;   m.  (1st)  John 
Field,  1800;  m.  (2d)  Cyrus  Hubbard. 

2  David,   b.    Oct.   28,  1786;    m.    Cynthia 

Clark,  1812. 

3  Norris,    b.    Jan.    12,    1789;     m.    Flora 

Thomas. 

4  Samuel,  b.  June  29,  1791 ;   m.  Lucella 

Adams. 

5  Clarissa,  b.  Aug.  9,  1793 ;  m.  Jonathan 

Bulfinch. 

6  Laura,    b.   Feb.    10,    1796;     m.    Clark 

Chandler. 

7  Charles,  b.   Sep.   6,  1800;    m.   Cynthia 

Nye,  July  10,  1836. 

8  Ruby  E.,  b.  Mar.  18,  1803;  m.  Joseph 

White. 
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9  Eunice,  b.  Oct.  7,  1804 ;  m.  Simon  Hub- 
bard. 
10  Caroline  M.,  b.  Nov.  1,  1806 ;  m.  Egbert 
Mcintosh, 
xi  Mary,  b.  Eeb.  3,  1760;  d.  Aug.  15,  1775. 
xii  Sarah,  b.  Nov.  6,  1761 ;  m.  Arnariah  Hawkins,  of  Bris- 
tol, Vt. 
4.  John  Stearns4  (John,3  Shubael,2  Charles,1)  was  born  Jan.  11, 
1736,  at  Tolland,  Ct.,  and  died  there  Sep.  11,  1788,  though  all 
his  children  were  born  at  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  where  he  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  lived  till  a  short 
time  before  his  death,  when  he  returned  to  Tolland,  on  ac- 
count of  his  sympathy  with  the  Shay  rebellion.     He  left  a 
large   and  lucrative  practice  at  Wilbraham.      He    studied 
medicine  in  Connecticut  previous  to  his  removal  to  Wilbra- 
ham.   His  widow  carried  on  the  practice  for  some  years,  and 
was  enabled  thereby  to  send  her  two  sons  to  Yale  College. 

He  married  Elizabeth  Willis,  Sep.  26,  1765,  daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Jemima  (Eaton)  Willis,  of  Tolland.  She  was 
born  Aug.  14,  1740  ;  died  May  1,  1834.  Her  grandfather, 
Joshua  Willis,  Sr.,  was  one  of  the  original  grantees  of  Tol- 
land, his  earlier  residence  having  been  at  Windsor,  Ct. 

Dr.  John  Steams'  inventory  was  recorded  as  £1,442  2s. 
10^d,  with  additions  later  of  about  £130. 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Willis)  Stearns  had  children  as  follows : 
i  John,  b.  July  13,  1766 ;  d.  Mar.  20,  1769. 
ii  Elizabeth,  b.  Mar.  27,  1768;    m.  Dr.  Jabez  Percival, 
1786,  and  settled  at  Lawrenceburg,  Ind. 
Children:  1  Polly. 

2  Betsey. 

3  John. 

4  Zera. 

iii  John,  b.  May  16,  1770 ;  d.  Mar.  18,  1848.  He  gradu- 
ated at  Yale  College,  1789,  studied  medicine  with 
Dr.  Sergeant,  at  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  and  attended 
lectures  at  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1792  and 
1793.  Degree  of  M.  D.  from  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  New  York.  He  practiced  at  Water- 
ford,  N.  Y.,  until  1809,  and  then  lived  in  Albany  till 
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1819,  finally  moving-  to  New  York  city.  While  in 
Albany  lie  served  for  a  period  in  the  State  Senate. 
He  held  many  offices  of  trust  and  honor,  having-  been 
chosen  first  President  of  the  New  England  Society, 
and  was  President  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  as 
well  as  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine.  He  was  a  con- 
tributor to  Blackwood  and  other  magazines.  He 
was  many  years  a  vestryman  of  St.  George's  church, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  a  member  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  the  American  Tract  Society. 
Resolutions  of  love  and  respect  were  passed  by 
both  these  last-mentioned  bodies,  upon  news  of  his 
death.  "He  was  a  respected  citizen,  a  devoted  prac- 
titioner, endeared  to  a  large  circle,  and  a  consist- 
ent Christian."  He  married  Sally  Ketchum,  June 
17,  1797,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Mary  Ketchum, 
of  Waterford,  N.  Y. 
Children :  1  John,  b.  Dec.  1798 ;  d.  Jan.  1799. 

2  Jane  Maria,  b.  Sep.  25, 1800 ;  m.  Adolphus 

Lane,  of  New  York,  Aug.  18,  1824. 

3  Henry  Ketchum,  b.  July  31,  1803;    m. 

Sarah  C.  Schermerhorn,  Mar.  5,  1828. 

4  John,  b.  Oct.  14,  1812 ;  m.  Nancy  Lloyd, 

of  Alexandria,  Ya. 

5  Joseph,  b.  Apr.  5, 1816 ;  d.  Sep.  18,  1816. 

6  Joseph,  b.  July  22,  1818 ;  m.  Eliza  Cor- 

delia Harmer,  Mar.  27,  1845. 
Among   the   grandchildren   of    Dr.    Stearns   now 
'  living  (1897)  is  John  Noble  Stearns,  (son  of  Henry 
Ketchum  Stearns),  a  prominent  citizen  of  New  York, 
and  a  warden  of  St.  George's  church.     (The  church 
already  alluded  to  in  which  Dr.  Stearns  was  vestry- 
man). 
iv  Annis,  b.  Apr.  30,  1773,  m.  Dr.  Joshua  Griggs,  1792, 
and  settled  in  Stephenton,  N.  Y. 
Children :  1  Laura. 

2  Sophronia. 

3  Harriet. 

4  Edwin. 
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v  Elvira,  b.  Sep.  7, 1774 ;  d.  1846 ;  m.  William  Cobb,  Oct. 
30,  1792. 
Children :  1  Hannah,  b.  Feb.  20,  1794. 

2  Alma,  b.  Sep.  22,  1795. 

3  Eliza  Willis,  b.  Sep.  27,  1797. 

4  Elvira  Stearns,  b.  Sep.  15,  1799. 

5  Rachel,  b.  Dec.  31,  1800. 

6  William  B.,  b.  Mar.  2,  1802 ;  d.  Nov.  2, 

1804. 

7  Mary  Ann,  b.  Apr.  2,  1805. 

8  William  B.,  b.  July  16,  1807. 

9  Calvin  P.,  b.  Sep.  26,  1810. 
5  vi  Elisha,  b.  July  12,  1776,  d.  Oct.  26,  1850. 

vii  Stephen,  b.  June  22,  1780 ;  d.  Feb.  18,  1781. 
5.  Elisha  Stearns5  (John,4  John,3  Shubael,2  Charles,1)  was  born 
July,  12, 1776,  at  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  and  died  Oct.  26, 1850,  at 
Tolland,  Ct.,  where  he  spent  nearly  all  his  life.  He  prepared 
for  college  under  the  instruction  of  Bev.  Moses  C.  Welch,  of 
North  Mansfield,  Ct.,  and  graduated  at  Yale,  in  1796.  After 
reading  law  in  the  office  of  David  Daggett,  of  New  Haven,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  county  of  Tolland,  September, 
1798.  He  was  "well  versed  in  the  principles  of  the  science, 
a  safe  counsellor,  cautious  practitioner,  and  remarkable  for 
his  skill  in  drawing  legal  instruments  and  special  pleadings." 
He  was  chosen  Clerk  of  the  County  Court,  in  1814,  and  of  the 
Superior  Court  in  the  same  year,  and  remained  in  one  or 
both  of  these  offices  until  1834.  He  became  Judge  of  the 
County  Court,  in  May,  1838,  and  continued  in  that  position 
three  years,  his  service  being  characterized  by  intelligence 
and  integrity,  proving  an  acceptable  judge,  whose  decisions 
were  universally  well  received.  He  was  also  Judge  of  Court 
of  Probate  for  four  years,  Representative  to  General  Assem- 
bly nine  sessions,  (both  before  and  after  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution),  and  served  as  State  Senator  for  the  Twentieth 
District.  He  was  the  first  President  of  the  Tolland  County 
Bank,  serving  nineteen  years,  until  October,  1847 ;  and  he 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  thirty-one  years  in 
all,  having  been  first  elected  in  1806.  He  is  described  also 
as  having  decidedly  literary  characteristics,  and  he  used  his 
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pen  in  advocacy  of  missions,  &c,  was  prominent  in  the  move- 
ment for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and .  otherwise  devoted 
ninch  time  to  the  charitable  and  benevolent  movements  of 
the  period.  "  He  was  inflexibly  firm  in  his  religious  tenets, 
and  unyielding  in  his  moral  and  political  views,"  and  he 
"never  suffered  any  question  of  expediency  to  disturb  his 
theories,  or  to  change  the  rule  of  action  he  thought  it  right 
to  pursue."  The  following  tribute  from  the  late  William  H. 
Wells,  of  Chicago,  gives  a  pleasant  picture  of  the  man  and 
the  times.  "Judge  Stearns  was  one  of  the  deacons  of  the 
church  which  I  attended  during  all  the  earlier  years  of  my 
life.  His  face  was  as  familiar  to  me  as  that  of  my  own  father, 
and  the  portrait  has  preserved  his  features  with  remarkable 
accuracy.  The  sight  of  it  recalls  many  pleasant  memories  of 
those  far-off  days.  His  house  was  always  open  Sabbath 
noons  to  those  who  lived  too  far  away  to  go  home  between 
the  morning  and  afternoon  services,  and  I  was  there  a  hun- 
dred times.  His  family  pew  was  next  to  the  pulpit,  at  the 
minister's  left,  but  he  always  sat  in  the  little  deacon's  seat, 
directly  in  front  of  the  pulpit.  No  man  in  Tolland  was  better 
known  or  held  in  higher  esteem  than  Judge  Stearns." 

The  little  village  of  Tolland  will  always  attract  even 
strangers,  with  its  wide,  shaded  street,  and  its  pleasantly 
situated  houses,  and  it  must  ever  have  a  strong  hold  upon 
those  who  have  had  home  associations  there.  A  grandson 
of  Elisha  Stearns  (Mr.  Ratcliffe  Hicks),  well  qualified  to 
judge  fairly,  by  his  travels  in  this  and  other  lands,  has 
recently  paid  his  tribute,  at  a  gathering  in  his  native  village : 
"If  there  is  any  spot  in  this  wide,  wide  world,  that  I  feel  I 
can  call,  and  that  I  have  a  right  to  call,  my  home,  it  is  this 
little  town  of  Tolland,  nestled  up  here  among  the  rock-ribbed 
hills  of  Tolland  county."  It  was  in  this  peaceful,  pleasant 
town,  that  Elisha  Stearns  spent  his  own  peaceful,  useful,  and 
honorable  life.  The  house  where  he  lived  is  now  (1897) 
owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Frank  T.  Newcomb,  town  clerk 
of  Tolland.     Mr.  Stearns  built  it  about  1800. 

He  married  Celinda  Baker,  Nov.  4,  1800,  daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Dimock)  Baker.  She  was  born  at  Tolland, 
Ct.,  Apr.  22, 1780,  and  died  at  Bristol,  Ct.,  Mar.  11, 1865.    She 
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descended  from  Jeffrey  Baker,  of  Windsor,  Ct.,  whose  grand- 
son Joseph  was  one  of  the  grantees  of  Tolland,  in  1719.    Her 
descent  was  as  follows :    Celinda  Baker6    (John,6  Heman,4 
Joseph,3  Joseph,'2  Jeffrey1). 
Elisha  and  Celinda  (Baker)  Stearns  had  children  as  follows : 
i  Theodore,  b.  Sep.  11,  1804 ;  m.  (1st)  Mary  W.  Bandall, 
of  E.  Windsor,  Ct.,  May  25,  1835.     She  b.  Sep.  3, 
1812 ;  d.  Mar.  23,  1836 ;  m.  (2d)  Martha  H.  Hunter, 
of  New  Braintree,  Mass.,  Aug.  8,  1837.     She  b.  June 
29,  1815.     He  was  a  merchant  at  Springfield,  Mass. 
Children:  1  George   Randall,   b.  Mar.  23,  1836;   d. 
May  20,  1841. 

2  Edward  Payson,  b.  Jan.  1839 ;  d.  July, 

1839. 

3  John  Kirk,  b.  June  17,  1840. 

4  Theodore  B.,  b.  Aug.  25,  1843. 

ii  Catherine,  b.  Nov.  25,  1809 ;  m.  Bev.  Leverett  Griggs, 
Aug.  28,  1833.     He  b.  Nov.  17,  1808. 
Children :  1  Maria,  b.  July  19,  1834. 

2  Catherine,  b.  Jan.  26,  1836. 

3  Leverett  Stearns,  b.  Feb.  16,  1838. 

4  Elizabeth  Celinda,  b.  Mar.  5,  1840. 

5  John  Lawrence,  b.  Apr.  23,  1843. 

6  Joseph  Emerson,  b.  July  13,  1847. 

iii  Maria   Amelia,  b.  Nov.  1,  1815;   m.  Charles   Richard 
Hicks,  Oct.  16,  1842,  son  of  Ratcliffe  and  Elizabeth 
(Randall)  Hicks.     He  b.  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  July  1, 
1812,  and  died  at  Tolland,  Ct.,  June  29,  1878. 
Children  :  1  Ratcliffe,  b.  Oct.  3, 1843.    For  an  account 
of  him  and  his  Hicks  ancestors,  see 
"One   Line   of   the   Hicks    Family," 
(1894) ;    and    also   his   biography  in 
"Speeches  and  Public   Correspond- 
ence of  Ratcliffe  Hicks."     (Privately 
printed,  1896.) 

2  Richard  Stearns. 

3  Emma  Maria. 

4  Minnie  Helen. 
iv  Charlotte  Ann,  b.  Oct.  14,  1821. 


« 


^ 


■  *$£--■ 


>i§» 


BOSTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  9999  06508  377  4 


